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SLCAO Vesak/Poson Dansala  
Ericka Kodithuwakku reports for SLCAO 

SLCAO held an inaugural special Unity Vesak/Poson 

Dansala event on May 29th at the Trolley Station in 

beautiful Britannia Park.  

The threat of rain didn't keep the crowds away and this 

special event was well 

attended by over 150 at-

tendees from all over Otta-

wa. Representation of the 

clergy came from all three 

major temples in Otta-

wa and from the church.  

The program consisted of a religious remarks from the 

Bhante's in attendance, Bhakthi Gee (Devotional 

songs)  from the Ottawa Theravada Buddhist Vihara in 

Orleans and the Hilda Jaya-

wardenarama on Heron Rd 

and Ottawa Buddhist Temple, 

Christie St. as well as a lovely 

dance performance to 

“Dhanno Buddhunge” with 

the assistance from community members.  Along with 

the Bhakthi Gee, there was a Vesak Lantern display with 

the help of all three temples and the Ottawa High Com-

mission.   

Attendees enjoyed a wonderful Dansala lunch provided 

by many generous volunteers from the community.   

We would like to thank the following for their generous 

contribution:   

Lahiru and Dulani Herath, Suwini Wijayawickrama, 

Dhammi Kumarige, Swarna Uduwala, Nimmie Silva,  

Samanmali Gabadage, Kanchana Mudalige, Seetha Sil-

va, Anura Ferdinand, Pushpa and Geetha Joseph, Pri-

yanka Alwis, Nirosh Kanangara and the Sri Lanka High 

Commission.   

As well this event would not have been a success with-

out the guidance and the assistance of the all three Otta-

wa Temples and a special thank you goes out to Bhante 

Jinanda, Bhante Sirisumana and Bhante Anurud-

dha.  The rain was kind enough to grace the event once 

all activities were completed and all were able to enjoy 

the day at the park! 

Please check [link] for more event photos. 

On June 13th, SLCAO held its Inaugural Leather Ball 

Cricket Match at the Barrhaven/Belair Cricket grounds on 

Riverstone Drive. The event was an idea by this year’s 

SLCAO Sports Committee and was brought to fruition 

with the help of the Executive Committee members, as 

well as numerous volunteers.  

Good weather and clear skies brought many supporters and 

community members to 

watch the exciting match 

and enjoy good music 

and good food. Those in 

attendance were treated 

to a delicious BBQ lunch 

as well as other tasty 

snacks and treats gener-

ously provided by mem-

bers.  

Captaining this years match were Lushan Silva and Tha-

rindu Nanayakkara.  

The two teams played two exciting matches. The event 

began with a short leather ball Cricket clinic for those who 

have not played before, or who had not played in some-

time, providing an opportunity to learn or brush up on 

playing leather ball Cricket which is quite different from 

soft ball cricket. Following the clinic were the two match-

es. The leather match was enjoyed by beginners and expe-

rienced players alike and has brought many a new under-

standing of leather cricket and has encouraged some to 

participate in the various leather cricket clubs here in Otta-

wa.   

This event was a great event for all and the likes of Gamini 

Senarath, Susantha Mohottalage, Roshan Fernando and 

Mani Nanyakkara has either started or has expressed inter-

est in joining leather ball cricket. Gayathra Mudalige par-

ticipated in his first leather match and was thrilled with the 

experience.   It was great to see the turnout we had and we 

look forward to hosting the same event next year.   

SLCAO would like to thank all the volunteers and the 

organizing committee for making this event a suc-

cess.  Special thank you goes out to Belair Cricket Club for 

giving us the opportunity to use the cricket premises. Till 

next year! 

For more event photos, please check: [link] 

SLCAO Leather ball Cricket Outing 
SLCAO Sports committee reports 
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The Mariana Trench is located in the Pacific 

Ocean, just east of the 14 Mariana Islands near 

Japan 

The Mariana Trench is an arc-shaped valley ex-

tending generally northeast to southwest for 

2,550km; its width is more than 50km. The Mar-

iana Trench is located at a convergent plate 

boundary. Here two converging plates of ocean-

ic lithosphere collide with one another. At this 

collision point, one of the plates descends into 

the mantle. At the line of contact between the 

two plates the downward flexure forms a trough 

known as an ocean trench. Ocean trenches form 

some of the deepest locations in Earth's oceans. 

Because of its extreme depth, the Mariana 

Trench is cloaked in perpetual darkness and the 

temperature is just a few degrees above freezing. 

The water pressure at the bottom of the trench is 

a crushing eight tons per square inch—or about a 

thousand times the standard atmospheric pres-

sure at sea level. Pressure increases with depth.  

The Mariana is one of many deep water ocean 

trenches formed by the geologic process of sub-

duction. This occurs when a plate topped by 

oceanic crust is subducted beneath another plate 

topped by oceanic crust.  The deepest point of 

the Mariana Trench is also the deepest point on 

Earth at around 11,000m (estimates vary). It is 

called the Challenger Deep and is located 

340km south-west of Guam. It is named after the 

British exploration vessel HMS Challenger II 

which first attempted to measure the depth of the 

trench using echo sounding in 1951. In 1960 a 

bathyscaphe called the Trieste, manned by 

Jacques Piccard (whose father invented the bath-

yscaphe) and Donald Walsh went to a depth of 

10,915m in the Challenger Deep.  It is 

the deepest man has ever been. 

 The Mariana Trench is a very cold and 

highly pressurized environment - in 

fact the pressure is more than 1,000 

greater than the pressure we feel at sea 

level. Despite these deep sea inhospita-

ble conditions, it is home to thousands 

of both every day and highly unusual 

species of invertebrates and fish. These 

include more common species such as 

sole and flounder, as well  bizarre an-

gler fish, which uses a bioluminescent 

(light produced by a living organism) 

An article by: Kasuni De Silva  

Sinhala Language  
Teaching is now offered by the  

Ottawa Carlton District School Board.  

 

Classes run from September to June on  

Saturday mornings from 9.30am to 12 noon at the 

Farley Mowat Public School 
75 Waterbridge Dr, Nepean, ON 

 

Language classes are available, free-of-charge to On-

tario resident children of elementary school age (Junior 

Kindergarten to Grade 8), regardless of their heritage. 

Only a non-refundable materials and consumables fee 

of $10.00 will accompany each registration. 

 

For more information, please call:  

   613-239-2703, Upeksha at 613-424-5417  

OR visit:  

www.InternationalLanguagesinOttawa.com 

 

Please spread the word  
to your friends and family in the community and  

encourage them to register their children  

in the language class!! 

protrusion to attract its prey.  

If Mount Everest, the tallest point on 

earth at 8,850m, were set in the Mari-

ana Trench, there would still be 

2,183m of water left above it. The 

first depth measurements in the Mari-

ana Trench were made by the British 

survey ship HMS Challenger, which 

was used by the Royal Navy in 1875 

to conduct research in the trench. The 

greatest depth that they recorded at 

that time was 8,184 meters (26,850 

feet).  

(continues on Page 5..) 
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Image credit (original slate design): www.rocksolidinc.com 
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An art work by Shannon Silva. She illustrates her drawing process through stages. Shannon calls her 

finished product, The “Robot”. 

(The Mariana Trench article continues from Page 2..) 

At 36,000 feet below sea level, it's perpetually dark, 

freezing cold, and there's enough pressure to liquefy 

human bones. Even in one of the most inhospitable 

places on our planet, certain life thrives. Although 

there's an endless number of creatures waiting to be 

discovered since only a very small fraction of the sea 

floor has been explored. Scientists still know very little 

about the types of organisms that reside there. Scien-

tists have discovered the world's deepest fish,  a snail 

fish found at a depth of 26,722 feet. The deep ocean is 

far deeper than a 

person can dive 

to, there’s still to 

discover, many 

organisms are 

still be found.  
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Danushka did it! For your advertising inquiries, please contact ec@slcaottawa.com 


